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In 2014, the DfE announced 
that there would no longer be 
National Curriculum levels and 
that schools would have to set 
up their own way of assessing 
pupils. 
 

Why have things got to 
change? 



What will assessment look like now? 

We will now be assessing pupils against the End of 
Year Expectations for their particular year group. 
 
 
These match the new National Curriculum, introduced 
from September 2014. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/461534/Commission_report_.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/461534/Commission_report_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/461534/Commission_report_.pdf




What do these expectations look like? 
T    Working towards: Your child is working towards the age-related expectations for 
their year group. 
 
B    Beginning: Your child is achieving the essential skills of age-related expectations 
within their year group. 
 
B+  Beginning Plus: Your child is demonstrating a sound understanding of the key age-
related expectations for their year group. 
 
W   Working Within: Your child is making progress within the broader skills of age- 
related expectations for their year group. 
 
W+ Working Within Plus: Your child is demonstrating a sound understanding of the 
core and broader skills of age-related expectations for their year group. 
 
S    Secure: All age –related skills have been met and are being demonstrated regularly 
for their year group. 
 
S+ Mastery:  All skills have been achieved and are being applied in different context 
across the curriculum. 



Above expected 

Children who are ‘exceeding’ are secure or above in all of the 
expectations and able to apply their knowledge and skills 

confidently. 
 
 

Children graded as S+ will be known as mastery. 



Under the old levels system, children who were 
exceeding might have moved into the next level.  
 
The DfE now want children who are in the exceeding 
bracket to add more depth and breadth to their 
knowledge, and to have more opportunities to develop 
their using and applying skills. They are calling this 
phase of learning Mastery and Depth.  
 
 



 

In the early part of each academic year, teachers will 
use a variety of assessments and their professional 
knowledge and judgement to establish what the 
children can already do and what they think the 
children can achieve, through their planning and 
teaching and differentiation if needed. 
 
 
All pupils will be set the target of becoming secure 
within their band by the end of the academic year and 
will be taught a curriculum on continuous skills 
throughout the year within their band to achieve this. 
 

How will the process work in school? 



How will this be different for you? 
 

• Every 6 weeks we will report targets specifically for 
your child in reading, writing and maths. 
 

• We will inform you of your child’s progress every ‘old 
term’ (Christmas, Easter and at the end of year) This 
will be their grades within the bands they are working 
within. 

 
 


